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herever Terrorism And' Torture Are <, They Ar 


’Bama Probe Leads 
To Death Merchants 


By Scott Shepard 

Th* AuocitiH Prm 




A chance encounter In a mountain JaH In Alabama led 
Investigators Inside a ring ot International terror peddlers — 
American merchants of death with entree to the torture cham- 
ber* of some of the world s most sadistic despots. 

What began as an Investigation of fraud In the Appala-* 
chlan coalfields resulted In gun-mnnlng convictions for an cx- 
CIA operative and a New Jersey businessman, men who one 
New York prosecutor said "contributed to Instability and to 
chaos throughout the world *’ 

The Alabama connection came to light after the June 8 
sentencing of Frank E. Terpll, 4t f of McLean, Va., and George 
Korkala, 40, of Nutiey. N.J., on New York state charges of ne- 
gotiating to sell to undercover agents 10,000 machine guns, 10 
million bullets, a bomb, firearm silencers and four other guns. 

New York state Supreme Court Justice Thomas Galligan 
sentenced the two men In absentia After posting bonds of. 
$100,000 each following their arrests at n New York hotel on 
Dec. 22. 1979, Tcrpil and Korkala skipped the country the day 
before their trial. 

Galligan, In handing down sentences of 53 years In prison 
If the two arc brought to Justice, said, "They have no allegiance 
to any flag They prosper In a world at war Wherever 
Ism and torture arc, they are." 
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l/gtmflnn strongman Idi Amin 
D\l(\ft) lot Terpilt who drove n 
car registered to llgandan 
diplomat * tn the V.S.% witners 
public — and private — 
executions in that , 

country . . . Libyan lender 
Moammar Khadafy (f ight) t „ 
bought $ 2.5 million worth of 
t military hardware from 
Tcrpil and Wilson, at well as 
commissioning them to , 
recruit ex-Grccn Berets to 

, * * 4 

train Libyan troops . 
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Korkj'a. drove a rar with diplomatic license plat- 
to the Ugandan mission to the United N.iti*»n 

TroUc Started In Coni Mine* 

The Investigation of terrorism began a» a proh<{ 
•Ion In the coalfields of Alabama and sit other 
years a go under the code name * t^vith'us t'roject " 
Thomas L Krebs, 37. director of the Alaham 
Corrmrsfion. organized the multi state crlmo uv 
brought together some of the beat Investigators 
York. Alabama, Georgia. Kentucky. Indiana, retire 
Virginia. 

Mathew Crmson. assistant district attorney h 
who coordinated the !>rviticus Project, was looking 
tivltles of William Nardonc, 59, of Lawrence, N \ 
was indicted by a New York grand jury in Mar 
charges of defrauding investors of more than $1 mi 
amt promissory notes In coal drab 

Meanwhile, two of Krebs’ agents tn September 
in a jail at Port Payne, Ala . questioning Ataban 
George Hambert, who had been arrested on charg- 
bad checks 

Unexpectedly. Nardooe. whose financial dea 
Hambert were under Investigation by New York 
walked into the jail with a man he introduced as 
Stephen Sac ks of New York 

Sacks, who a month Later woe.M be ind*cted for 
law without a license, aroused the Investigator*’ amp 
he Implied he had ‘ Mafia connections 

Nobody will talk to a lawman like* that, e- 


contacted Cror rou in 


terror- Indicted In April 1980 along with bis former business associate, l}. ■, Described by associates as a "super salesman with a , " 

l ? Edwin P. Wilson, another ex-CIA agent, on federal charges of t '.knack lor rharmioR influential people, he spent much of his . 

Lih- lileealW supplying and training terrorists In Libya. ' ■ 'Mime on airplanes, swilling to another home In Crowe. Eng- Tbe Alabama »° hwlUes rootart, 

— ; K- - •— 4i» ."2 8 A^he time of the arrests New York District Attorney -e land, to Parts, to Geneva and to the palaces of arms customers ^ * l ' T|,: 

Involving the undercover agents and the fugitives - 542 pages At the time o* *ne r . . ’ d Mt(1d)c £«* Sacks. 3., was an lm>?<tcr He hid m r .- - 

uf which were made available to The Associated Press by A !a- Robert ^^rgen ^ h f M explosives' an< l It. By 1976, Tcrpil and Wilson had become friends with !* *** wxesslsAly defended a rwber arej^d • 

bama authorities - Tcrpil and Korkala bragged of their fiend- A^m; an d op,r- ^Moammar Khadafy" and Ntgan. supplying the Libyan loader 

Ish explolls ' A rilrl0l „ | r ont businesses In Washington, rarls and i with a total of J2 5 million worth of military hardware, author- 

The agonts heaid tales of poison being les ed on ^ted various . . \.| ties M irt. The Iwo recnllerl American-trained guertilla fight- 


unsuspecting reslaursnt patrons, “rat" tortures by former 
Ugandan dictator Idi Amin, and a gun-smuggling Texan named 
fam who exhibited his wares by cutting wlnos to ribbons with 
automatic weapons (Ire. • 

Terpll, a Brooklyn native with close lies to Amin, also was 


Tend] a stocky, brown-haired man with a Udck mustache, era, Including former Greea Berets, and electronics experts, to 

lived with' his wife and two teen-age aons In a (26G.OOO leach Khadafy's troop* how to fight and male bombs 

Jaoaocsc-coptemporary-styled homo In McLean, Va.. across tbe V * After Tcrpil and Wilson parted company. Terpll turned to 
road from Ethel Kennedy. .-Uganda as a new arms market. Ills other business associate. 


figures In New York. 

Following his Indictment. Sscks agr'H V 
rather than face reprisals from his former >gsl ♦ 
could no longer claim the attomey-elirnt prnrtlrt 
communications with him. 

In conversations with brvesUgatcn Sark., mr 
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frfcwdi Terpil and Kortala He agreed to Intro- 




*■ v »<Wfm ag*nU — WknUlkd oa 
: .pts « "ftodrtfiM*'* tad "Raad" — to Terpil tad 


/{jr^ri Smperfa 

TV# ftrn wetof, with Kortala, took place to Room 1717 
a* fit Nrw York Hilton mi Not IS. 1179 TV rtwn was bug- 

Raad vh HW/V,y#d u (V "patron.* kad#t of a group of 
r.|»t4 w.rg I>Ur. Aff/rri*. torrortot* wto unlH to buy w tap* 


c 


Ftodrltwez, a toDtwy IMrn*grnce officer and weapon* n> 

Yo “Hta 

vi-jcH at Haad't MfffrHtr 


Utort Joining the Mew York CHy potke tort*, was 


'We'll take you down there and he A 
(Sam the Texan) kill a guy for you. 
They get icino* out of Dallas, and 
they set 'em up maybe 20 feet aieay 
and you ought to see what liw 
blasts. 

— George Korkala • ' 


Lately, tot country felt" 

After the first two meetings Rodriguez Hew to Ma.vbe* 
to?, England, to Inspect and test-fire weapons Terpil and 
Korkata wanted to sell. 

l\ waa at a third meet tog at toe hotel on Dec. M, 197). 
Terpil described his "favorite** torture la Uganda 
“What they do ii take a rat. a real hungry one." V *asd 
"KsrrL they pot a flit to your stomach /* 

TV rat la placed cn the vtotim'i stomach, underneath a 
CX ^ef pot, which is then heated with a Burses burner. Terpil 


* m*n# rv" t #r liwre Hold «« Beirut, a hangout 
\Jt&nA*je Orgauiiatto®. 


Trrj,J **"<**» * * ® a,lrf * H 

V* Crvafl* »»t sod Itoektato »« tost bnrmn to I 
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'The rat goes crazy," he said. "There if only one way 


Kafka!* Indicated V canid provide a variety of weapons: 
f iwrrtrifi M 14 anault riflei, !yrrietmade AK-47s, French 
MAT t) • itmaekioe pew. Wji Sif rtflea. r /rAti KA-7 surface 
to at/ mtafftos, 105 millimeter Hcoriuer ihetls, handguns, slknc- 
rri , lavr flgfcta, grenade and et plosives. 

TV »*ft day Terptl was a bo present and the two pa 
m#*rh>vj d rj'd eiptoits invoking Afr.la and Khadafy. 

Terpd. bragging (Jut V was ao Important member of 
Atia i ewtowrage taid V was to* only A mertcan allowed to 
pc'/se etecwtionf la Uganda, including one at a stadium 
wtee tome of the spectators were killed because the AK*47s 
tied by A r if ftrmg squad were so powerful the bullets 
pjtved toroon the bMtes of the Intended victims. 

T crpl claimed V was a goest at a state dinner where 
A~ o dr played ton severed bead of a political foe and shot 

tanCbtr aw toe spot 

TV rr -rtter of was not at the dinner, Terpil ia:d, 

*td A*r;:r to** kb other ministers, "We have Mm op at toe 
' u e F«earch Bureau (the secret police headquarters. ’ 

•’Man. that was a one-wajr gate," TerpU Mid "That t 

wVrv my offices were op there 

Amy tVr told hts ministers, Terpil Mid. "One of you peo- 
pie k w^r"! for Kenya If you toll me, well lei l | yf r/ ^ 
(rypeet * When no one spot* «p. the waiters began icrvtng the 

fflpd. 

They puf Ms tog tray to the middle of the table and Idi'i 
py Mb eff the M and theft s the bead of toe minister of do* 
towse/* Ter pi ud 


Ooe of the ministers gasped and Amin shot him to tb': f&rc 
with a .357-eaUher Magnum revolver. TerpU uld, adding that 
the gun wu a gift from him and engraved with the words, 
want thb man killed completely/* 


Telling The Merchandite 


Later. Koctala told how they tested toe strength of 50 

of Middle East- 


hi toe of cyanide he was trying to sell to a group 
em tem>risU at a Beirut restaurant A apoonful waa flipped 
toto toe soup of aa utrus peeling diner. 


The two goo runners also discussed bow to detonate an 
Mtosncbik by filling the radiator with n plosives and toe ng- 
glag oi wdght-aensitive briefcase bombs 

"We trained ail the Libyans on hew to do this . , . Ter- 
pil said. 

They also discussed bow toe weapons would be shipped to 
Puerto Rico with phony documents, obtained by bribery. mdL 
eating toe munitions had been purchased by defense offieian in 
the Philippines. 

Time To Move In 


HEW SIHGER ZIG ZAG 

MACHINE 19 



The Leviticus Project investigators decided It was Lme to 


more. 


"One spoonful and hii head fell to the bowl of aoop/ 
uld. ‘Tie n 


Xorlala uld. “lie wu gone lilt that (snapping his fingers)/ 
Kortala said ooe of his contacts, a man identified only as 


Sam the Teian, could provide heroin, as well as shotguns modi 
fkd toto pistol-grip automatics that fire 12 rounds per second 


•eg 


Well take you down there and hell kill a guy for you/ 1 
Kortala uld. “They get wines out of Dallas, and they set 'em 


up maybe 20 feet away and you ought to see what two 
blasts, . . / 


Kortata said be kid bees "knocking around" the United 
States doing odd Jobs - like installing machine guns on the 
boats of drug runners to Key West, Fla. — when be "hooked 
up" with Terpil to 1075. 

He uld Terpil’a connection* to the Middle East, especially 
Libya, helped him establish tks with Amin. 

"Khadafy had been supplying (Amis) with all these things 
t*d that's bow (Terpil) got to there," he uld. *Tbea, oafortu- 


Ob Doc. 22. 1979. detectives knocked on the door of toe 
room at the Hilton. Rodrlguei opened It Freeze/* one detec- 
tive barked. "Freeze. Police. Freeze. Don’t move." 

Terpil bad pulled out a Browning automatic ptstot 
ped with a lilencrr. 

"Put It down, friend." a detective ordered. •That's It" 

Terpil complied. 

Two days later, simultaneous raids were conducted to 
New York, Nutky, NJ^ and Crewe, England. They netted mil- 
lions of dollars to arms, briefcase bombs, ktter bombs, gre- 
nades, poison darts and scores of documents, autbor.V.es tad. 

Today, the Leviticus investigators are still hunting Sms 
the Texan. 

Sacks, the ersatz lawyer, Is no longer to csstody, but *a 
"still under protection/* Crwson said. 

Raad, 53, has retired from the police force and 
40, is off on another undercover assignment 
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